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The complexity and ubiquity of cast_ de-
fies precise definition. Yet it permeate§ v?'?m::‘
aspects of socio-political and economic lITé ;
the Indian people. The absence of a cleiar-c.u
concept of caste cause confusion regarding its
essential and non essential aspects, and the
changes it is undergoing. It also causes confu-
sion among scholars attempting an analysis of
the complex phenomenon. forces operating in-
dependent of caste or the caste system are
sometimes attributed to it as funcitions or as-

pects of the same.
Since Western social scientists at-

tempted to analyse this phenomenon, various
theories regarding its origin and essential
characteristies as well as its effects on the so-
cial economic and political development of the
people, have been put forth. But all of them dif-
fer from one another some Indian sociologists
have also attempted to define it, but they too
have not come to any agreed conclusions. This
has.necessiated a classification of thege at
tgrppts. Louis Dumont, for instance, pefer: :
divide the history of the western co Oy
into three periods: the first is ch dri ‘f!fcaste
the explanatory attitude, the SE:;act_gnzed by
description Predominates while th . 3 Where
tendency is still present, and t it s

; _ i$ed the irrationality of Hinduism, the ¢33
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has assumeC_l g form; V‘)"‘”tarnst
n, aristocratic expl??‘at|nland histor
cal explanatio,n'mhn i }otnes;’ o c.aSSIfllecli the
into five categories viz, religioys

caste th ial occupational and crossing, :
tribal, 5:_’;; origin of the caste system is no; o
il clear, but many social S_Cientlsts hold that j

dfromthe penetration 0 Indian subcgp,
rfasul'f;3 ol Indo-European tribes who calleg
:;:;:eselves Aryans.’ These Sc?c"afs give dif.
ferent versions of the pr?cess of action and ip,.
teraction among tie various forcgs let loss by
the intrusion of these alle.n races into the rela.
tively setteled and clam life of the earlies set.
tlers. They generally agree to some extent that
the emergency of caste was the result of the
attempt of the Aryan conquerers to adjust
themeselve with the earlier settlers of the land,
and at the same time to try to maintain their
racial purny by making elaborate rules for regu-
lating the contractual, connubial, convivial and
occupational relations.*

The author teaches modern Political
Thought and International Relations in the
Marathwada University.

We need not go into details about the
hereditary or non-hereditary basis of the Varna
System. What is important is the challenge
posed by Christian Missionaries and alien rul-
ers with their powerful intellectual culture.

Even before the advent of British mer-
d.‘a':ts the Christian Missionaries arrived in In-
dia Aﬁ” 1800, and particularly since 1815
the missionaries started pouring in from vari-
ay 'par.ts ofthe western hemisphere and started
::T;::;g,ot:e gospel.® Their intention w:fﬁfj‘f
sion of Chyi i_path of progress through lwl-
edge . stian l_deas and West(?rn k-n?ties
to the regioy steadily extended th¢-=.-|.r acstITvr:ese
M'isﬂﬂnarie:s controlled by the Brmsh: i
attract Hinduempl'z’\’e_d different techniqu o

S to their fold. For instance ©
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wstem, their different inhuman traditions fike
untouchability, satl’, Child widow, polygamy and
the resulting servitude of the Mindu woman ete *
they also put befoer the people the partical
christian ethies by opening philanthropic nst)-
rutions such as leprocy clinics, orphanges'" etc.
In addition they opened schools to educate the
people and offered economic incentives, The
evangelised mind belleved that human charac:
ter could be suddenly and totally transformed
by the direct assault on the mind through the
educative process, " It did not take them long to
realies that it was futile to try to convert the
: higher castes because they were the beneficia-
} rles of the prevaliling caste structure, They then
f turned to the shudras, the untounchables and
the trible and the lower cast even there they
could not make much headway because of pre-
valling superstitions and blind faith, Writing In
1893 Georges Smith confessed that the hundred
and fifty milions of caste Hindus still present
an unbroken front or very little broken appar-
ently... eclectic, elastic, wiling to absorb every
belief and cult that will tolerate its social sys-
tem, Brahmanism presents a greater diffeculty
than classical paganism, If only because of
caste.'” This confession of George Smith after
about 75 years of streneous efforts belief the
above evangelical belief,

British merchants, particularly those
who came under the East India Company, op-
posed the activities of the missionaries on the
ground, among others, “that these would interier
with the Hindu religion which produced men of
purest morality and strictest virtue."" The rela-
tonship between the East India Company and

the mission, for a I
riod. " The By .
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lanthropy and humanitarian mission under the
slogans of ‘civilieing the uncivilized’ and the
‘Whiterman's burden’, their policies (n general
were not designed (o eradicate caste, As It s
well known and accepted today, the British rul

ers under the Company as also under the Crown
tried as far as possible not to interfere In the
religlous affairs of the natives. In this they were
prompted by their mercantile and imperial in-
terests, They followed this policy carefully for
fear of causing unrest in the Indigenous popu-
lation, which In turn might hamper thelr eco-
nomie and political interests, Now there were
fluctuations in this policy and some of them
advocated reforms and employed the instrument
of state Legislation to that end, But, despite this,

It would be only fair to say that in general the
British Government in India did not show any
enthuslasm for reforms. On the contrary thelir
policles directly or indirectly sharpened caste-
consclousness among the people, Thelr insis-
tence on people identifying thelr caste and sub-
caste for recording It in the census reports, on
mentioning their caste in applications for jobs
as well as in Government and school records,
aroused casle-consclousness among the
people, Thelr concern not to hurt the feelings of
the Brahmins in Maharashtra, " for Instance, and
the police subsequently followed caused irrita-
tion to non Brahmins,'* Thelr policy of neglect-
Ing vernacular and primary education of the
masses and concentrating more attention and
expenditure on higher education in the cities
which benefited only the Brahmins and literary
castes a the expense of the lower castes, the
downward filteration theory;discouraging mis-
slon schools,'” continuing land grants and cash

~ payments to temples,' the continuance of
~ Daxina to Brahmins, " pensions to learned schol-

rit ~ ars among the Brahmins, are some of the ex-
eina  ampl

~ However, constant missionary propa-
nda and the slow but steady spread of edu-
on among the masses without discrimina-
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ic structure of the
feudal economic industry. The conse-
used to subserve British industry.

S it completely.
quent economic drain sh2ttered o
The village economy mmmedarniﬂiﬁ_‘
turn disturbed the whole social fabric. The policy
of the Government regarding land tenure and
land revenue and the institution of law courts
steadily demmolished the importance of village
Panchayats and along with it the prestige and
role of the Patil and the vllage community suf-
fered.* Under the land tenure policy of the Brit-
ish government the concept of private property
made land a commodity to be sold and bought
inﬂ'zen'zamet.menewlegalsystemguamnteed
and protected the rights arising from this. Agri-
meoeasedtofulﬁlitstraditionalmleofpm-
duction for local consumption. A new element

of production for market entered the field of
agriculture in the wake of

tion underlying the community
village also disappeared. This
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s community. The ultimate -
. siﬂ:f'he new administration we,,

ers under

t ’
m;rt‘:': s:l’;d Jne‘,.iendlr\g and trading -

: progressive!'v 3556“?“3 them ﬁ“‘"
nities the new dispensathﬂ of British Ly O
u fnd policy. Brahmins on the o4 Sty
and 13 almost all the benefits of th | 3%

of civil services. The new division ,jﬂ'
e-nuesintﬂ classes of usurers and theijr SUffere,
“‘e“'m immediate effect of the Briyie, b
wa;' ic policies. This class division of Ol
;‘;ssesaﬂd EAPAEENAS Mcwey de_'s_a_“dm
ers happened to collide wmcastedmm_h
instance, in the case of Maharasth, the tog.
ing masses, the farmers and cultivator, hag.
pened to be Kunbis or Marathas by Caste
whereas traders and money lenders were o, -
erally Marwadi or Gujarati Baniyas or i
cases the Brahmins.” This collusion of cias; and
caste divisions caused deception and added
the difficulties in understanding the reg Struc-
ture and mechanism that helped exploitation
Consequently those who were exploited tried
to understand the phenomenon in terms of
caste. This spurred caste consaousness and

Caste tensions. Jyotirao Phule2 seems to bepri
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Brahma”ism tr}at jUStIfIEC! exploitation and in-
oquality- BUt‘hIS formulation of ‘Sethiji-Bhatiji’,
55 the exploiters of Shudrés was later misun-
derstDOd or ra!Fher m'e'-ﬂuallty. But his formula-
ion of ‘Sethji-Bhatiji” as the exploitors of
shudras was later misunderstood or rather de-
liperately construed as caste rivalry and ex-
joited t0 that end by his followers. This was
the result of the spirit of competition that was
sroused under the British administration. Dif-
ferent castes had started competing for secular
gains and for this they needed numerical
strength consolidated through caste conscious-
ness and rivalry.

The reform movements of the nineteenth
century need also to be understood as the In-
dian response to bourgeois revolution that was
initiated by British policies, and not so much as
the result of ‘awakening of the Indian people’
What these reformers sought was to harmonize
and adapt the age-old socio-religious structure
to the new socio-economic and political condi-
tions, lest it broke up totally under the new com-
pulsions. Reformers like Ranade and Ram
Mohan Roy have themselves testified that their
aim was to revive the pristine purity of ancient
culture and not to throw it out. Due to the new
opportunities in the fields of business, admin-
istration etc., the old social regulations restrict-
ing certain professions to certain castes ap-
peared as impediments in the path of advance-
ment. The old laws of purity and pollution

seemed difficult to observe in the Context of
increased opportunities in the fields of trade and
commerce, civil service etc. So they must be
abolished. Restriction on foreign travel appeared
dgreatimpediment in the way of advancement,
s0they must be abolished. In the old institution
of a joint family the incomes of its members
Were pooled together for common use. Obvi-
?uﬂ_‘f anincrease of one or two members in the
im"y did not cause much economic strain on
L;ZT“V resources. So the tradition of Iife—long

hood for the women, which Caused an

P- y
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additional burden to the parents’ family was not
unbearable. But now these educated young
members of the family took Government jobs
leaving their home towns. The disruption of cot-
tage industries under the British policies also
caused the young members of the Cultivators’
families to leave their villages in search of jobs
in the cities. Thus joint families were broken
giving way to smaller families and the widows
were an unbearable burden to these small fami-
lies. So this custom must be abolished. Educated
European woman helped her husband. The un-
educated wife of a native office was of no loss
to him. They also found it difficult to take their
uneducated wives to clubs where British offic-
ers were usually accompanied by their wives.
So the taboo on women’s education must go.

These were in general the issues raised
by the reformers of the nineteenth century and
they were clearly necessitated by the altered
socio-economic conditions. The awakening
caused by English education and missionary
propaganda no doubt played some part but much
more effective were the changes brought about
by the British administration in the socio-eco-
nomic structure of the society. The reform move-
ments, generally dominated by the Brahmins,
did not want to allow the old socio-religious set
up to disintegrate totally. Their reforms related
primarily to the reorganization of the upper lay-
ers of the Hindu society.” What they aimed at
was to modify it to suit the new ambitions
aroused by the bourgeois democratic revolution,
the attainment of which was deemed to be im-
minent. The references to the old texts and
strenuous efforts to justify the reforms they
were advocating on the basis of the Shastras
can be understood as an attempt to convince
the orthodox who opposed them.? But the very
limited range of issues they took up and the slow-
ness of change they advocated show that they
were against very radical changes. The basic
reformation with respect to the abolition of
caste did not attract much attention.?® It was in
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; at the close of o

castes. It was at t the

« - ong
century that some awakening am in this awak-
castes was visible.?® But here aga

: nt
L moveme
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solidation and caste consciousness V
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